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USAC TRACK CATEGORY UPGRADE POLICY
This policy has been designed to give riders a clear path to follow if they wish to move up in category. Using the ATRA upgrade process as a guideline we have modified the process to develop more rounded riders. This will benefit all riders at Major Taylor Velodrome by providing more challenging competitions and a safer racing environment.

Definition of terms:

Race Day: A single date of racing. A race day may include a number of races (such as a kilometer, sprints or TT, points race, Scratch race, etc.) but will only count as one race day.

Rider Category: A rider’s USAC classification on the road or track.

Carryover (one year to the next): 50% of upgrade points & number of race days. Excess points earned for one upgrade will NOT be carried over to the next upgrade.


Classification of races: (Sprint or Endurance)

Sprint: Short events such as Keirin, kilo, sprints, Danish, short scratch races

Endurance: Long events such as Madison, points race, pursuit, long scratch races, long snowball

S/E: May be counted toward either category as needed. (E.g. Elimination, mid-length scratch race, tempo)


Each race on a race day program will be appropriately labeled. 

Upgrade Points: 



Points will be earned during each race of a Race Day.


Points earned will have no bearing on payout.



Points will be tracked by Velodrome office.


Clinics: These clinics will be offered: Track Intro Clinic & Quick Start (identical content) 
and Track Racing Clinic (Prerequisite: Track Intro Clinic, Quick Start Clinic, or road category 1 or 2.) 

Track Upgrade Points:
All track upgrades are processed by the Velodrome Manager using the following criteria:

Velodrome staff will track all riders’ points.
Upgrade points are 5,3,2,1 and based on how a rider places in each track race each race date. Races will be “Classified as either “S” – Sprint event, “E” – Endurance event or “SE” Sprint/Endurance event. Riders will be required to earn points in each classification. No less than 25% of points may be earned in either “Sprint” or “endurance”. The “SE” classification will be used to swing points to the classification that needs additional points.
· Track Category 5 Men to Track Category 4 Men –successfully complete a “Track Intro Clinic”.

· Track Category 4 Men or Women to Track Category 3 – minimum 5 race days and 25 points

· Track Category 3 Men or Women to Track Category 2 – minimum 5 race days and 25 points.
· Track Category 2 Men or Women to Track Category 1 – minimum 5 race days and 30 points

Continued on back.
Additional Requirements
1. 10 person field minimum for category upgrades from category 4 men to Category 3 Men, 15 person field minimum  for Category 3 Men to Category 2 Men and 20 person field minimum for upgrade to Category 1 Men. For Women & Juniors minimum field of 8 for all upgrades points.
2. 50 % of upgrade points & number of times raced will be carried over to the next year, but do not carry over to the next category.
3. When upgrading to a Category 1, points earned must be from more than one Velodrome. Results from another Velodrome will be considered when verifiable written documentation is provided along with an email from that Track Manager.

4. Women & Juniors earn one point for every five race days when upgrading from Category 4 to Category 2.

5. With the approval of the MTV Track Coach, USAC Regional Rep and Track Manager, riders who are Pro or Category 1 on the Road may be upgraded to Track Category 2 and riders that are Category 2 on the road may be upgraded to a Track Category 3 only after successfully completing the Major Taylor Velodrome Racing Clinic.
Upgrade Points & how they are earned.


Upgrade points are 5,3,2,1. 1st Place = 5 points, 2nd Place = 3 points and so on.

For every race date a Category will have 3 separate races each classified as “S”, “E” or “SE” to compete in and earn upgrade points. Race schedules will indicate the classifications. Prize awards will not be determined by upgrade points.
Upgrading with Short cuts (all considerations apply)
	Cat 5 to Cat 4
	Cat 4 to Cat 3
	Cat 3 to Cat 2
	Cat 2 to Cat 1
	Women & Jrs.
Cat 4 to Cat 3 or Cat 3 to Cat 2

	Complete Track Intro Clinic


	5 Race Days

AND

25 upgrade points 

	5 Race Days

AND

25 upgrade points 


	See USAC Regional Representative.
	5 Race Days  
AND

25 upgrade Points 

	OR
	OR
	OR
	
	

	Complete Quick Start Clinic
	Complete Track Racing Clinic AND

3 Race Days 
AND

15 Upgrade Points

	USCF Cat. 1 Road License 
AND
Complete Track Racing Clinic
	
	

	
	OR
	
	
	

	
	Have a USCF Cat 2 road license 

AND

Complete Track Racing Clinic 

	
	
	








