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	U.S. Olympic Committee Names Finalists For Annual Coaching Awards 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO Jun 07, 2006 The United States Olympic Committee today announced the finalists for its National, Developmental and Volunteer Coach of the Year honors. The awards will be presented on June 23 during the Night of Champions event at the U.S. Olympic Assembly in La Jolla, Calif. 

U.S. Olympic and Pan American sports organizations selected their 2005 National, Developmental and Volunteer Coaches of the Year as part of the USOC Coach of the Year Recognition Program. 

The five finalists in each category were selected by a panel of former coaches and officials. Winners in each category will be announced at the June 23 Night of Champions event.

Finalists for the USOC National Coach of the Year are Mike Candrea (Tucson, Ariz./USA Softball), Gail Goestenkors (Hillsborough, N.C./USA Basketball), David Johnson (Colorado Springs, Colo./USA Shooting), Bobby Kersee (Ballwin, Mo./USA Track & Field) and Eddie Reese (Austin, Texas/USA Swimming). 

The Developmental Coach of the Year finalists are Jay Benner (Tacoma, Wash./USA Swimming, Susan Butz-Stavin (Fleetwood, Pa./U.S. Field Hockey), Tammy Gambill (Redlands, Calif./U.S. Figure Skating), Jimmy Jang (Marquette, Mich./U.S. Speedskating) and Maureen O'Toole Purcell (Danville, Calif./USA Water Polo). 

U.S. Speedskating's Jimmy Jang
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Jang has proven to have the ability to transform his speedskaters from average national level skaters into Olympic athletes. Jang, Head Coach of the United States Olympic Education Center Short Track Speedskating Program, saw two of his athletes (Anthony Lobello and Kimberly Derrick) make the 2006 U.S. Olympic Team. Jang was subsequently named as an assistant coach to the 2006 U.S. Olympic Team. Jang also served as the 2005 World Junior Team Coach and the 2005-06 World Cup Team Coach. Jang had four of his skaters represented on the World Cup Team and three on the Junior World Team. 
Finalists for the title of Volunteer Coach of the Year are Don Casey (El Cajon, Calif./USA Basketball), Cindi Hart (Indianapolis, Ind./U.S. Speedskating), James Johnson (Scottsdale, Ariz./USA Hockey), Tommy Orndorff (Vienna, Va./USA Softball) and Daniel Rutenberg (Frisco, Texas/USA Table Tennis).

Volunteer Coach of the Year Cindi Hart
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Hart is the speedskating head coach for the IndySpeed Sport Club and runs the speedskating program for the entire state of Indiana, both for U.S. Speedskating and Special Olympics, Indiana. In 2005, Hart coached two members of IndySpeed to second place finishes in the national championships, the best ever performances for speedskaters from the state of Indiana. As speedskating head coach for the Special Olympics, Hart, who was diagnosed with breast cancer in May 2004, took Team USA to the World Winter Games in Nagano, Japan and coached the team to a best ever performance with 26 of the 27 athletes winning medals. She also wrote speedskating training programs and training manuals for the Special Olympics. Using cycling as a summer conditioning program, she coached five athletes to national medals, including two national champions and multiple state champions. 

For more information, please contact the USOC Media & Public Relations Division at 719-866-4529. This press release is also available on the USOC's media specific website at www.usocpress box.org. 
U.S. Speedskating is a nonprofit organization recognized by the United States Olympic Committee as the governing body for the sport of Speedskating in the United States. To date, U.S. Speedskating has won a total of 75 Olympic medals, making it the most successful winter sport in the USA. 

USS expresses its sincere appreciation to its gold medal sponsors (ADT, Qwest), silver medal sponsors (Nike, IHC) and bronze medal sponsor (Dow) as well as its Official Sponsors (Jet Set, Hilton Salt Lake City, Hilton Hotel Corporation, 24 Hour Fitness), Official Suppliers (USANA, DMT), Official Licensee (XP Apparel) and Official Provider (Froedtert Memorial Hospital) for their generous support.



	


