SO Team USA Host Town Report

Hi Seoul Youth Hostel
Is in the middle of a business district and reminds me most of a college dorm.  Along with sleeping rooms there is a Public Kitchen (room with 12 tables – could be used for small activities), Small coffee shop, Restaurant/Dining Ctr (seats 140 cafeteria style), Laundry room (4 washers, no dryers), classroom (fits up to 60 people and must be reserved), a room in the basement didn’t see) and a Lobby Area with a front desk.
Room configurations will be a couple of single beds up to 10 beds (bunk bed style) as well as traditional Korean (Ondel Style).  All rooms have a bath/shower and toilets.  Those assigned to Ondel style rooms will be sleeping on heated floors but on mattresses (like a futon mattress).  People must remove their shoes before entering these rooms.
*Point of Interest – Floors are color coordinated and there are 2 buildings connected by walkways.

Miscellaneous:
· One public pay phone
· Power is 220 so people need converters
· Some rooms have internet (wireless)
· General internet use is 500 Kw for 30 minutes
· Reception area/desk is closed from 12 am to 6 am
· Other tourists are also staying in this facility
· Room service includes 1 daily towel change
· Maid service is every other day
· There is one elevator
· Small parking lot exiting one door and busy roads/business district exiting other door

Folk Village
This village is a home of numerous collections with Korean traditional cultural artifacts, providing an opportunity to experience and learn the culture of the Korean’s ancestors first hand.  The village has reproduced over 260 traditional houses reminiscent of the Chosun Dynasty and has recreated the life of Korean people through the exhibition of various household goods.  The site provides an open-air learning place.  There is performances in acrobatics on a tightrope, martial arts on horses and music and dance.  We will dine at Han-kuk Kwan.  
· Menu will be bulgogi (barbecued beef), dolsot bibimbap (steamed rice with vegetables in a hot stone pot), jeyuk bokkeum (fried pork, and galbitang (rib stew).
· Gloves, hats and boots are a must to keep warm
· Make sure that the athletes are dressed for cold weather and to bring a camera

Dong Chun School
This is a school for the Mentally Retarded (their terminology and reference), grades k-12.  Along with classrooms they have an Olympic size ice arena and a hat factory that makes hats for companies such as Adidas, and US Professional sport leagues – incredible.  All the Team USA skating athletes will go to this venue for a brief time on the ice with the possibility of training with the athletes that are competing in the games from Korea.  – Skaters will need to have skates. The founder of the school is very involved with promoting and supporting Special Olympics in Korea

From here we will be transported to the lunch with the US Ambassador so the dress would be somewhat nice, so the athletes may want to bring a change of clothing from what they would wear for a brief training

Other
· Temperature in buses (and cabs) are very warm
· Laundry: PyeongChang we would have to pay and send out and that they would send us the cost list,  In Gangneung there will be one facility with free washing and drying and one with coin operated.  
